
Should Children be Allowed to Play with Guns? 

 How often do you think about childhood as being the best period of one’s life? Most people 

would agree with this point of view without considering what thousands of children who are serving as 

soldiers in armed conflicts around the world endure every day. The use of children as soldiers is among 

the most morally repugnant practices in the world and at the same time a violation of basic human, and 

more precisely, children rights. 

 The disturbing trend of children participating as soldiers and the deliberate recruitment of 

children as combatants are on the increase. However, this issue is not a new one, actually dating back to 

the 1800s. Although at the moment there are over 300 000 child soldiers worldwide, 25 000 only in 

Uganda, no steps are taken to overcome this problem. These boys and girls, some under 10 years old, 

serve in government forces and armed opposition groups. Such children are robbed of their childhood 

and exposed to terrible dangers and to psychological and physical suffering, being placed in combat 

situations, used as spies, messengers or servants and forced to participate in suicide missions. 

 The question then arises: Why children? Trusting, vulnerable, and often intimidated, children 

can be easily manipulated. Particularly when under the influence of drugs – a common practice – 

children can be daring and tenacious, child units causing confusion on the battlefield and slowing 

opposing forces’ progress. 

 The reasons why child soldiers exist are various: on one hand, children are abducted or recruited 

by force, while on the other hand, some children have the impression that volunteering is their best 

chance for survival, providing a form of income, food, or security, and willingly join the group. 

 Ultimately, measures must be taken in order to deal with the issue of child soldiers so as to 

avoid the long-term effects this psychological and physical suffering has on them. In my opinion, in this 

case human rights that are violated are not sufficient in order to solve the problem, the most effective 

way to put an end to this horrific practice being to end the conflicts in which these children fight. 


