
Pro Gun Control Essay 

Despite the evident hazards that weapons pose, gun control still remains to 

be one of the most debated issues in the nation. Legislation for and against guns is 

tossed around every day by our nation’s lawmakers with lobbyists for both sides, 

attempting to persuade elected officials of their cause. Weapons spark an increase in 

violence and threaten the lives of many throughout the country. It seems most apparent 

to many that the absence of firearms could save the lives of many, as well as change 

America for the better. 

When there is a certain gun or weapon that is overall threatening to society, 

it is unwise to keep it in circulation. If we remove these firearms from our society, the 

threat will no longer exist. Almost daily, one can find clear demonstrations of gun 

violence within our country. Over the last decade, the number of shootings in the United 

States has been rising. In fact, the rate of mass shootings tripled between just 2011 and 

2012 (Follman, Aronsen, Pan, Caldwell 2012). Most of these shootings have involved 

the infamous AR-15 and various other semi-automatic weapons. One of the most 

notorious, the 2012 massacre at Sandy Hook Elementary School, is a prime example of 

such violence. The precious lives of twenty first graders and six adults were lost to none 

other than an assault weapon (Mantel B. 2013). Surprisingly enough, gun-right activists 



across the country responded by blaming the shooter and buying more arms, in fear of a 

change to legislation that could possibly take them away.  

 Weapons are tools designed for destruction. That is, without a doubt, their 

primary purpose. Most gun-right supporters argue that if assault weapons are banned 

or more difficult to purchase, criminals with the intent of killing mass amounts of people 

will just find other means in which to do so. However, with the large availability of these 

types of guns, it only makes it easier for deranged individuals to carry out their terrible 

deeds. When you combine human instincts, ease of use, and unpredictable tendencies, 

you end up with a major hazard and few ways to control it. It is ideal for someone who 

wants to kill as many people as quickly as possible (Kleck, Patterson 1993). There is 

more than enough evidence to show that firearms pose a threat to our society. Without 

them, several individuals could be spared.  

Regardless of whether guns are a hobby or a defensive tool, the only person they truly 

can benefit is the one holding it.  If we were to take away easy access to arms, the benefits could 

be turned inside out, and instead protect others. Some say that people kill people, not guns. This is 

only partially true. While the person behind the trigger may be using it irresponsibly, the gun itself 

is still half of the equation. It is the death-dealing, life-taking tool behind the lost lives of so many 

Americans every year (Shakespeare L. 2013). 

 

 


