
Persuasive Essay about Death Penalty Should be Abolished 

The death penalty is a cruel and inhumane punishment. It has been a part of criminal justice systems 

around the world for centuries, but it is now widely recognized as a violation of human rights. In this 

essay, I will explain why we should abolish the death penalty and why it does not deter crime or protect 

victims and their families.  

One of the most common arguments for keeping the death penalty is that it deters crime. In reality, 

research shows that states without the death penalty have lower murder rates than those with it. 

Furthermore, studies have found little evidence to suggest that those sentenced to death were any less 

likely to re-offend than those sentenced to life in prison. It appears that other punishments are more 

effective at deterring crime than capital punishment.  

Another argument in favor of keeping the death penalty is that it provides closure for victims’ families. 

However, there is no evidence to support this claim; studies suggest that family members of murder 

victims do not actually find closure when perpetrators are put to death. In fact, many find themselves 

feeling even more pain and anguish when they witness executions or see images of prisoners on death 

row. It appears that other methods such as counseling and support groups can provide more meaningful 

closure for victims’ families than witnessing an execution ever could.  

Capital punishment also raises serious ethical issues because people are often wrongly accused or 

convicted of crimes they did not commit due to flaws in our judicial system such as racism and poor 

legal representation. This means innocent people could be put to death if we continue to allow capital 

punishment, which would be a gross violation of human rights and morality in itself – regardless of 

whether someone is guilty or innocent, nobody deserves to be killed by the state . Furthermore, since 

executions take place behind closed doors with limited public oversight, there is a greater risk of abuse 

and corruption within our penal system if we keep capital punishment .  

While some may argue in favor of keeping the death penalty as a means of deterring crime or providing 

closure for victims’ families, research shows otherwise. Capital punishment raises ethical issues because 

innocent people can be wrongfully convicted or executed due to racism or inadequate legal 

representation , and there is a greater potential for abuse within our penal systems when executions 

take place out of sight from public scrutiny . Ultimately , abolishing the death penalty would be an 

important step towards creating a fairer society where all lives are respected equally . We must take 

action now before any more innocent lives are taken away by an unjust system . 

 


