
Argumentative essay on Whether Supporting the Death Penalty is Right 
 

The death penalty is one of the most debated topics in our society today. Many people have strong 

opinions on both sides of the argument, but how do we define what is “right” and “wrong” when it 

comes to this issue? In this essay, I will explore the pros and cons of supporting the death penalty and 

consider whether it is truly a moral decision.  

Those who support the death penalty often point to its deterrent effect as a key reason why they 

believe it should remain in place. Proponents argue that by executing criminals for their crimes, we can 

ensure that fewer people will commit similar offenses in future. They also suggest that since capital 

punishment removes dangerous individuals from society permanently, it keeps innocent people safe 

from those who might harm them otherwise. Finally, supporters of the death penalty cite retribution as 

a potential benefit—by punishing criminals with death, society can send a strong message that certain 

behaviors are not tolerated or accepted.  

On the other hand, there are several arguments against supporting the death penalty. Critics suggest 

that capital punishment is an ineffective deterrent because statistics show that crime rates remain 

relatively unchanged in countries where executions take place regularly. Opponents also point out that 

executing criminals doesn't address root causes such as poverty or mental illness which may be 

contributing factors to criminal behavior. Furthermore, opponents argue that executing criminals 

violates human rights which all individuals should be afforded regardless of their actions.  

 Finally, those who oppose capital punishment worry about wrongful convictions—due to human error 

or faulty evidence gathering techniques—and suggest that no person should ever face execution if they 

did not actually commit a crime. So what’s right and wrong when it comes to supporting the death 

penalty? Ultimately, each individual must decide for themselves after considering both sides of this 

important debate.  

Weighing both sides carefully allows us to make an informed decision about whether or not supporting 

capital punishment is right for us personally—and even if we decide not to support it now, 

circumstances can always change later on down the road so it’s important to keep an open mind about 

this issue and stay educated on current events related to it. Ultimately, whether you choose to support 

or oppose capital punishment is up to you and your own moral compass; however, considering both 

perspectives can help you make an informed decision about your stance on this controversial topic. 

 


