
Argumentative Essay: Is the Death Penalty an Effective Punishment in the 

Philippines? 
The death penalty has been a controversial topic of discussion in the Philippines for many years. 

Proponents of the death penalty argue that it is a deterrent to crime, while opponents contend that it is 

a cruel and unusual punishment that violates human rights. In this essay, we will explore both sides of 

the debate to come to an informed conclusion about whether or not the death penalty is an effective 

punishment in the Philippines.  

Proponents of the death penalty argue that it serves as a deterrent to prevent individuals from 

committing crimes. According to their reasoning, individuals who are aware of the 

consequences—namely, execution—are less likely to commit serious crimes such as murder and rape. In 

fact, many countries have seen decreases in violent crime rates after introducing capital punishment.  

Proponents also point out that capital punishment serves as a form of retribution for victims and their 

families. By executing offenders, victims’ families can find some sense of closure knowing that justice 

has been served. Furthermore, when offenders are sentenced to life in prison without parole, taxpayers 

must foot the bill for their incarceration costs; with capital punishment, these costs are eliminated.   

Opponents of capital punishment contend that it is cruel and unusual punishment and violates human 

rights. They point out that executions are often done inhumanely—through lethal injection or 

electrocution—and can cause immense suffering for those being put to death. Additionally, there have 

been cases where innocent people were wrongfully convicted and later exonerated due to DNA 

evidence; however, these individuals have already suffered irreparable harm by being put on death row 

or executed before they could be proven innocent.      

Opponents also point out that there is no proof that capital punishment reduces crime rates any more 

than other forms of punishments do; therefore, they believe it should not be used as a deterrent since 

there are more humane alternatives available such as life imprisonment without parole. Furthermore, 

some argue that executing offenders does not provide them with any opportunity for rehabilitation or 

reform which could be beneficial for society in terms of reducing recidivism rates among offenders.  

When looking at both sides of this debate objectively, it becomes clear why there is so much contention 

around this issue: both proponents and opponents make compelling arguments about why capital 

punishment should (or should not) be used in the Philippines. Ultimately though, deciding whether or 

not to implement capital punishment comes down to one's personal beliefs about what constitutes 

justice and how best to protect society from violent crime; there is no right or wrong answer here – only 

opinion-based conclusions based on individual beliefs and values. Therefore, everyone must come up 

with their own opinion on this matter before forming a final decision on whether or not they support 

use of the death penalty in the Philippines today. 


